year of the certificate exam. For me, diplomas and all that
sort of thing are of no importance. But yours is a sensitive
little character. You need to elevate your mind, to construct
a little museum inside your head and exhibit it to con-
noisseurs. That will be your only defence in life.'

c I don't quite see what profession you are thinking of/
' You understand what I mean. And owing to Yvette, you
are in process of losing what you most need. Believe me,
love is like a pipe. When a fellow has a pipe-stem between
his teeth he feels he's doing something important. I know.
One evening this summer, in the bar, I was talking to a
quite intelligent chap, and suddenly I saw myself in the
mirror. With clenched teeth and glaring eyes, I looked the
very image of a pompous ass who thinks his pipe is a reply
to everything. So I gave up smoking. And I'm going to
give up women too. But to do that I don't need to see
myself in the glass, I have only to look at you. You imagine
that in sleeping with Yvette you are doing something
important.'

* I don't imagine any such thing, I'm happy, that's all.
I don't ask myself any questions.  As for you, what are the
important things that Flora prevents you from doing ? '

* Nothing in particular,' answered Paul.   ' But I need to
feel myself in form.'

' In form for what ? '

Antoine's question remained unanswered. They had
reached the square at the Place Blanche. Before they parted
Paul produced an envelope from his pocket and handed it
to his companion.

' Your share of last week. Incidentally, don't get the idea
that you're a big business man because you make thirty
thousand francs a month at this racket. Anyone can do it if
they're on the inside. That's another little game I should
like to drop, by the way. Good night.'